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WUMC NEWS FOR AUGUST – 2017 

JOIN US ON  
THE BACK LAWN! 

Wesley UMC will once again host the 

award-winning gospel bluegrass quartet 

THE FARM HANDS!! Join us on the 

Wesley back lawn for fun, games, food and 

a concert on Saturday, August 12. 

Festivities will kick off at 4:30PM, and the 

concert will begin at 6:00PM. At the 2017 

Bluegrass Music Awards, the Farm Hands 

were named ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR, 

and for a third consecutive year bluegrass 

music's GOSPEL BAND OF THE YEAR.  Since 

their inception in 2010, they have received 

over 50 national awards and nominations. 

Their YouTube videos, as well as their 

Facebook, and Twitter pages have 

thousands of followers.  They are one of 

the busiest touring bands in bluegrass, 

performing over 150 dates per year. The 

group features four award-winning singers, 

musicians and songwriters, including two long time veterans of Nashville's Grand Ole Opry.  

          Be sure to bring a LAWN CHAIR and some FRIENDS – you won’t want to miss it!                    
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DO YOU HAVE  

A FEW FREE HOURS? 

In preparation for One Stop Community 

Christmas, incoming EIU freshmen and transfer 

students will be making over 500 fleece 

blankets during their first weekend on campus.  

The Civic Engagement and Volunteerism Office 

at EIU seeks help in cutting the fleece so it is 

ready for the students on Saturday, August 19.  

Volunteers are invited to help by joining them 

for fleece cutting on Wednesday, August 2, 

from 2-4pm and on Friday, August 4 from 9-

11am in the University Ballroom, MLK Jr. 

Union. To RSVP, email volunteer@eiu.edu or 

call their office at 217-581-3967. 

 

SAVE THE DATE – AUGUST 9! 

POTLUCK AND VIEWING OF  

THE SHACK 

The Living Word Sunday School Class invites 

you to a potluck supper and viewing of The 

Shack on Wednesday, August 9.  Based on the 

popular novel by William P. Young, the movie 

offers an understanding of God, the Trinity, and 

God’s Will during times of great tragedy and 

sadness. The potluck will begin in the Wesley 

Fellowship Hall at 5:30 pm; the movie will be 

shown at 6:00. The movie is 135 minutes long 

and is PG-13. Childcare (with a kid-friendly 

movie and other activities) will be provided for 

families with children. Please let us know if you 

can join us, and let us know the number of 

children (and their ages) you will be bringing.  A 

signup sheet for this event is at the Information 

Center in the sanctuary hallway, OR you can 

put your information on your Making 

Connections on Sunday morning. A 4-week 

discussion of the movie/book using the study 

book Finding God in the Shack, written by 

Roger Olson, will be offered during Sunday 

School time beginning Sunday, August 13 in 

Room 129.  The study book, should you want 

one, can be ordered through amazon or your 

favorite bookseller. 

WORSHIP BEING OFFERED  

AT LOCAL CARE FACILITIES 
Pastor Janice provides worship services at two 

Charleston care facilities – Arbor Rose and 

Lakewood Village. Each service includes singing, 

a short sermon and 

communion. In August, 

the Arbor Rose service 

will take place at 

11:00AM on Thursday 

the third, and at 

Lakewood Village at 

11:00AM on Thursday 

the tenth. Family 

members of the residents as well as visitors 

from our church are welcome to attend. Please 

speak with Pastor Janice if you need more 

information. 

 

A gift to our  

Memorial Fund 

has been given  

in memory of  

Lorain Tyler. 

http://eiu.edu/
tel:(217)%20581-3967
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OUR AUGUST MISSION PROJECT: 

EIU WESLEY FOUNDATION 

The Missions Ministry Team has designated Wesley 

Foundation as our August Missions Project.  Wesley 

Foundation at Eastern Illinois University is a campus ministry that is primarily 

supported by the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, and it receives $2,500 annually from the Wesley 

UMC Missions Budget. Wesley Foundation encourages college students to deepen their faith and 

relationship with God, through Jesus Christ, and thereby become future leaders for the church. 

 

As the needs of campus ministry have grown, so has the need for additional funds.  During the school 

year, Wesley Foundation has sponsored weekly Bible studies, a Christianity 101 program, a dedicated 

freshmen group, a week-long prayer vigil once a semester, a 24-hour prayer vigil each month, monthly 

service projects, a Disciple Study, worship on Wednesday nights and a free, hot meal for students on 

Sunday nights.   

 

If you would like to help support the work Wesley Foundation does at EIU, please make your check 

out to Wesley UMC with Wesley Foundation on the memo line or visit our website at 

charlestonwesley.org and click on the $ button at the bottom of the page.  If you prefer to make a 

cash donation, there are blue mission offering envelopes in the pew backs.  Thank you very much for 

your support. 

The Missions Ministry Team 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sympathy is expressed to  

Kay Young and her family 

 on the death of her brother, 

 Tarry James,  

on June 26, 2017; 

to the family of  

Lorain Tyler 

who died June 30, 2017; 

and to Marge Checkley  

on the death of her daughter 

Mara McFadden 

on July 11, 2017. 

MUSIC IN WORSHIP THIS SUMMER 
If you sing or play 

an instrument, 

and know a great 

song you’d like 

to share in 

worship this 

summer, please 

put your name on 

the sign-up sheet in the 

sanctuary hallway or contact Elizabeth in the 

church office (217-345-3917), or via email at 

charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com). There are 

still a few Sunday services left! 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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MISSIONARY CONNIE WIECK TO 

BE AT WUMC AUGUST 20 

Marshall, Illinois native 

Missionary Connie Wieck, 

sister of Wesley member 

Paul Wieck, will be 

preaching at both services 

on Sunday, August 20.  

Connie is a United 

Methodist Amity Teacher with the General 

Board of Global Ministries of The United 

Methodist Church serving as a teacher under 

the auspices of the Amity Foundation. Her 

assignment, as of August 2014, is at Luzhou 

Vocational and Technical College in Luzhou, 

Sichuan Province.  

The Amity Foundation was established in 1985 

by Chinese Christians to work for community 

development. Its programs cover education, 

health, disaster relief, blindness prevention, 

and church-initiated projects. It is a mission 

partner of Global Ministries. It also operates 

the largest Bible-printing operation in the 

world, publishing the Bible in 90 languages. 

Connie is with the education division, and has 

been with Global Ministries since 1997 as an 

English-language teacher. She spent three 

years at Wesley Girl’s High School in Taipei, 

Taiwan. She was at Luzhou College prior to a 

move to Longzhou in 2009 where she taught at 

Guangxi Normal University for Nationalities. 

For more information about Connie, visit her 

website 

https://connieinchina.org/.   

  

NEWS FROM OUR SCOUTS 
Wesley's Boy Scout troop 

has grown to 51 

members. Thirty-two 

attended local scout 

camp in June, and ten are 

now at the 10-day 

National Jamboree in 

West Virginia.   Over 20,000 scouts are 

participating in this every-four-year event at 

the Summit Bechtel Scout Reservation in the 

Appalachian Mountains. 

  

Ethan Bennett completed all the requirements 

for advancement to Eagle, becoming the 

troop's 43rd.   

  

Our scouts have an active schedule this 

summer with canoeing and kayaking on the 

Embarrass River and Lake Charleston, and 

camping at Fox Ridge, Lake Sara, and Wolf 

Creek.  A rack to store and transport 12 kayaks 

was designed and built from scratch.   

 

Troop 141 sponsors two blood drives at St. 

Charles church each year, the latest which 

netted sixteen pints. 

 

Kansas Troop 289 is collecting plastic container 

lids, bottle caps, and pill containers (labels 

removed), which will be recycled to build park 

benches for the town.  They may be dropped 

off in our Scout Room (Room 112). 

You can teach a student a lesson for a day;  

but if you can teach him to learn by 

creating curiosity, he will continue the 

learning process as long as he lives.  

 ~Clay P. Bedford 
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SINGER-SONGWRITER  

DAN HOLMES TO LEAD WORSHIP 

AT WESLEY ON AUGUST 13 
Christian singer/songwriter Dan Holmes will be 

leading worship at Wesley on Sunday, August 

13.   

 

Dan first picked up a guitar when he was 10 

years old, and is the son of a United Methodist 

pastor.  He is an "old school singer/songwriter" 

creating music about the importance of our 

devotion to God and being the "light of the 

world".  Dan writes, “My mission is simple: I 

believe I am called by God to celebrate through 

music the extraordinary presence of Jesus in an 

ordinary world.”  His musical influences include 

Paul Simon, Dan Fogelberg, James Taylor and 

others.  He has performed at over 150 churches 

in Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, Iowa, Ohio and 

California.  He has also performed at the Illinois 

State Fair and the Susan G. Komen 3 Day Walk 

for Breast Cancer Cure. Dan has written music 

for the Appalachia Service Project and toured 

England in 2014 and 2016.   

 

Dan’s music will touch and inspire you, and we 

are sure you won’t want to miss this special 

time of worship. To learn more about Dan and 

his music, please visit his website: 

www.danholmesmusic.com. 

 

Congratulations to  

Gary Hawker and 

Shery George  

who married on  

July 7, 2017. 

 

Our Director of Children’s Ministries, Gina 

Swickard, invites children in 1st – 6th grade to 

rehearsals for a performance which will take 

place at WUMC the first week of December.  It 

will be a great opportunity for kids to grow in 

their vocal and acting skills, as well as grow in 

the Lord. Rehearsals will take place each 

Wednesday from 5:30 – 6:45 PM beginning 

September 6. No need to eat dinner 

beforehand – rehearsals will include pizza. We 

are looking for kids who love to be the center 

of attention, as well as kids who are nervous to 

sing in public. We will help each child grow in 

their musical abilities, confidence and stage 

presence.      

Sign-up forms are available in the church office; 

contact Gina at gswickard@charlestonwesley.org 

for more info.

mailto:gswickard@charlestonwesley.org
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WESLEY UMC’S BUSY, BUSY JULY! 
What a busy month we had at WUMC! VBS and the Appalachia Service Project (ASP) mission trip 

were back to back.  THANKS to all our wonderful VBS helpers, and to the amazing kids who 

attended Maker Fun Factory the week of July 8 – 13.  THANKS, as well, to our ASP mission team 

who worked in Knox County, KY the week of July 16 – 22.  They worked hard, grew closer to God 

and one another, and served families in need of some much-needed repair work on their homes.  

Check out the images below (and our facebook page for even more photos!) 😉 
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WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-3903 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED               

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESLEY UNITED  

METHODIST 

CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street,  

Charleston, IL 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

Our Sunday Schedule: 

Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship takes place at 9:30AM                                                  

Sunday School for all ages - 9:45AM   
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